So where are you from?
So where are you from? It’s one of the first things we ask when we meet someone. If you
really want to know them, you need to know their origins. What is their family, the
place the came from, how did their past make them who they are? It’s why TV shows
like ‘Who do you think you are?’ are so popular. Specially in an ever-changing world,
knowing where we’re from gives us a great sense of identity and security.
In lots of ways, that’s the book of Genesis. A book of origins and beginnings. From the
very earliest days of God’s people, they knew that who we are is all about where we
came from, and what came before.
If you prefer, Genesis is for Christians what the alphabet is for knowing a language: our
ABC.
1. It’s the ABC of life! It gives the answers to the biggest questions: who God is,
who we are, where it all came from, what we are for, and where is our world
headed.
2. It’s the ABC of the Bible. We just won’t get the rest of the Bible without this. It’s
the setting for the rest of the story, the puzzle to which the rest of the story is the
solution.
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3. It’s the ABC of Jesus: we cannot understand him without this. He himself went
here for answering some of the basis questions about God and humanity1. But
more: he is the great fulfilment of its promises for victory over evil (3:15) and
blessing for all the nations (12:3). The more we know it, the more we will know
Christ: why he came, all he gives, and his great heart for us.
4. It’s the ABC of humanity: it speaks with wonderful clarity and wisdom to the big
– and controversial – issues of our day, such as: justice, identity, sexuality,
technology and the environment.
5. It’s the ABC of stories: it has some of the oldest, biggest, best stories you can
imagine. They’re skilfully told, with extraordinary characters, not least the
sovereign, patient God who is the Author of all of them. (Though sometimes - as
we’ll see - the way it tells stories is a little different to what we’re used to).
So Genesis is a great way to start off a New Year: opening our eyes to our extraordinary
God, and his good plans for us and all his creation.

Whodunnit?
A key way to hear the message of any book of the Bible is to try and work out who it was
written by, and who it was written for. With Genesis being so very ancient (some of it is
at least 4,000 years old!), some of that isn’t easy to answer.
For starters, no one really knows who wrote it in its final form. There’s a very ancient
and honourable tradition that sees it as written, at least in part, by Moses. That’s
because it is the first part of a five-part bit of the Old Testament called the Five Books of
Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy), which were called the
Torah: the Law or Instruction2. All Five together were seen by the Jews of Jesus day as
being written by Moses (Mark 7:10), and Moses clearly did write some of the story3.
But because the Torah itself talks about Moses as ‘he’, it suggests someone else did the
1
2
3

e.g. on marriage: Mark 10:6-9.
Only later on did the rest of the Old Testament become part of the Torah.
e.g. Deuteronomy 31:24-26.
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final edit! Quite who that person, or people, was, or were, we don't know. For
Christians it’s enough that our Lord was happy to see them as coming in some way from
Moses, the great leader and prophet of God’s people.
We’re also not quite sure who the first people were to read or hear the book. It could
have been written as early as the Exodus from Egypt (around 1,300 BC), and it’s easy to
see how it could have been important for those early Israelites who were discovering
this God who had rescued them from slavery, and how his plans for them began long
before they ever came to Egypt. It would have helped them look ahead to their
wonderful new home, a new Eden where they could live with God.
But others think it could have been written as late as the Exile of God’s people in
Babylon (around 600-500s BC). That was a time of great sadness and doubt, as the
Israelites wondered if God had given up on them. The book’s message that their God
was Maker of the world, greater than all the nations; and that he had a long-standing
plan for them, despite all their failures, could have spoken real comfort to them too.
The truth is that the vision of God and his people in this book has spoken to believers
across the ages. Though it can help us to imagine how it might have spoken to his people
at various times, it probably isn’t important to know exactly who first heard it. Though
it is important to remember that they were hearing it as the introduction to a bigger
story: the beginning of the Torah, of the Old Testament, and eventually, of the whole
Bible. So it is the ABC, the foundation of the gospel, for Christian believers today.

When & where?
When you’re trying to hear the message of any part of the Bible (or of any story you
hear), it helps to know where and when it all happened. And in Genesis, places and
times really matter. So bear with us, those who never enjoyed Geography or History at
school, it will help!
The world of Genesis is an area called the Ancient Near East, a region called the fertile
crescent. It’s called that, surprise, surprise, because in an area of deserts it was fertile,
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and it is shaped like a crescent.
Here’s a map that shows the area, which is formed of three main regions. If you start in
the East, you have Mesopotamia (the region between the rivers, Euphrates and Tigris –
largely what we call Iraq); you then move West and across to Canaan (Israel) and finally
there is Egypt to the south west. These three regions were joined by trading routes,
politics and, often, war.
The action in Genesis
moves roughly in that
direction. It begins in
Mesopotamia (for
example, Ararat where
Noah’s ark came to rest, is
there). Abram is then
called to move to Canaan,
which becomes the
Promised Land. Finally
Jacob’s family end up in
Egypt, which is where
they are when the story of
Exodus begins.
Dating the events of Genesis can only be roughly accurate. The book seems to fit into
two parts:

•

Chapters 1-11 are hardest to date and seem to relate to a period of thousands of
years ago (and the first chapters perhaps more).

•

It’s easier when we get to Chapters 12-50: most historians date Abraham to
around 2,000 BC and Joseph’s time in Egypt to about 1,600 BC. The sort of life
Abraham lived as a nomad on the move, and the life of Jacob and his sons in
Egypt, fits with what archaeology tells us about how people lived in those days.
5

What’s in it?
As we come to any part of Genesis, it helps to know where it fits in the bigger story. One
way of seeing the book is to see it as a drama in two acts: Act 1 is all about the Origins
of the Universe and humanity (chapters 1-11) and has a big vision of the cosmos and of
the nations of the world. Act 2 is the Origins of Israel, a people chosen to bring God’s
blessing to humanity (chapters 12-50).
Universal origins
Act 1 has a very ancient feel to it, and sounds rather different to the rest. It speaks
about grand events that go long before human memory (like creation!), and has a lot of
similarities with stories of origins historians find all over that part of the world. For
example, accounts of huge floods, and of one person saving lots of others in a boat, are
also told in other nations around there. There are a number of overlaps with the
cultures the early Jews lived among, and at the same time a sense that the real God, the
Creator, is much more powerful and much kinder than the ‘gods’ they came across in
other lands. There are four main scenes in this part of the story: (1) the creation of the
universe; (2) the creation of humanity/Adam; (3) judgement and salvation in Noah’s
day; and (4) the growth of the nations.
Israel’s origins
Act 2 is much longer, and focuses on the origins of one people. It focuses on four main
characters, who make up the four scenes: (1) the call and blessing of Abraham; (2) the
promise to Isaac; (3) the struggles and blessing of Jacob; and (4) within Jacob’s story,
there’s a long and exciting mini-saga of Joseph and how God used him to save many
lives.
If you want to see it more pictorially, the next page gives a bird’s eye view of the whole
book. You will also find in pages 18-19 a pictorial overview from the creative folks at
the Bible Project (www.bibleproject.com - their online video is well worth watching!)
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What’s it all about?
As Christians we want to listen carefully to the message of Genesis. When we do that, it
seems to be a story, a window, a mirror and a signpost.
1. Story: blessing and covenant
Through all the different stories in the book, there is one thread that runs through it all.
It’s the story of blessing: the patient and determined plan of God the Creator to enjoy
and to do good for his creation. The book opens with a grand vision of creation being
blessed. It moves quite quickly to show how the blessing was spoiled, and the curse and
death that resulted, before quickly showing us that the Creator doesn’t give up. He has a
plan and a promise to bless the nations once more, through a particular family and
nation. Watch how the word blessing crops up again and again!
Within the story, another key word you’ll spot is covenant. This means a solemn and
binding agreement to treat someone as family. In the world of the Ancient Near East
this happened both between families (and we see some of those in Genesis), but also
between nations. What happened was that one stronger nation promised to care for
(love) and protect the weaker one, who in return owed loyalty (love) and obedience.
Covenants often involved ceremonies and rituals (like sacrifices: Genesis 17 and
rainbows or circumcision). There were promises of blessing as the covenant was kept;
warnings of curse on those who broke them.
In the Bible there are six covenants with particular people, who often represent others,
so that the blessings overflow and ripple out towards them:
1. Adam4
2. Noah/creation (Genesis 6:18, 8:20-9:17)
3. Abraham (the covenant is renewed and unfolded several times: Genesis 12:1-3,
15:1-21, 17:1-22)
4. Moses (at Sinai: Exodus 19-20)
5. David (2 Samuel 7)

4

The exact word isn’t used in the early Chapters, but the committed relationship of care,
with a call to obedience, and blessings or curses, are there.
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6. Jesus (‘the new covenant in my blood’ Matthew 26:28, Hebrews 9)
At the heart of the Genesis covenants were the promises of three gifts: a people who
were being formed (offspring); a place for them to call home (the land); and the
presence of God with them, in friendship and joy.
So we see how some key aspects of how God relates to humanity and cares for us are
explained, when we see ourselves as in covenant relationship with him. In this way,
Genesis shows us how to understand and enjoy being God’s family!
2. Window: a vision of God
Perhaps the biggest message of the book is simply this: the drama’s Hero is God, who
over time reveals himself as Yahweh, the LORD. From the very opening words it’s quite
clear who’s at the centre of the drama, and who we need to understand most of all. His
name occurs 35 times in the first creation story (1:1 - 2:3), and throughout the book we
are in no doubt who is at work in it all: sometimes very publicly, sometimes quietly
behind the scenes. The book reveals a big vision of God.
As a flower unfolds, the book reveals over time who this God is. This is particularly so
in the life and journey of Abraham. To begin with all Abraham is given is a command to
move, and only over the years does he discover all that God has for him, and what the
LORD is really like.
So it helps in every part of Genesis to ask: how does this show us more about the God of
Abraham, the God of Jesus, the God of all the children of Abraham? What does this teach
me about the Hero of history?
As we do that we learn so much about the God who is
•

the good Maker of all, who has a plan to enjoy and love his creation.

•

the mighty Ruler, whose word brings things to life that weren’t there before.

•

the Blesser of creation, who provides and gives and delights in his creatures.

9

•

the Father of his people, who commits himself to them and even promises to take
the curse of their rebellion onto himself5.

•

the Judge of evil, and of those who would turn their backs on him and on others,
yet who repeatedly tempers his judgement with mercy.

•

the Saviour of the nations, who bears in great patience with a rebellious
humanity, including his chosen people. Rather than giving up, he keeps them
through many ‘dangers, toils and snares’

… and so much more besides!
3. Mirror: the reality of humanity
Once you know more about your Creator, you begin to know a lot more about yourself
as his creature. Though the opening chapters start with the cosmos, there’s no doubt
that humanity has a special place in God’s design for the world. Quite quickly, specially
in Chapters 1-11, we learn just what humanity is like.
It begins with great dignity: humans are god-like creatures, with a special role to rule
over creation as God’s assistants, developing it and protecting it just as he would. As C.
S. Lewis said, ‘There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal.’
Unlike in the nations around them, this book tells God’s people that it is not just kings
who are made in God’s image – but every single human being. That includes both men
and women, working together in complementary harmony – similar, but different.
Humans are also given the wonderful dignity of being in personal relationship with God.
He speaks to them, he blesses them, and gives them a job to do. Even in Chapter 3 we
see a lovely glimpse of the original design: God and humanity walking together, in
friendship, in the garden. Humanity was given the privilege and responsibility of living
under God’s rule for the benefit of all creation.

5

This is the point of the powerful scene where God himself passes between the two parts
of the sacrifice in Genesis 15. This was traditionally done by the parties to a covenant, as if to
say: ‘if I don’t keep my part, may I been torn apart like these animals’.
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More than that, the Lord delights so much in humanity that he wants lots more of them!
So not just Adam, but Noah, Abraham, Jacob – all are encouraged to be fruitful and
multiply. This is a God who longs to see humans living and growing.
However from the very early days we see a much darker side to the story. However
puzzling it is that evil appears in a good creation, Genesis is clear that humans are
responsible for their own doubt, disobedience and rebellion. By Chapter 6;5 we learn
that the human heart is forever sullied and poisoned, every inclination of the human
heart is evil. So the terrible consequences of human sin are exposed.
But as the object of the Maker’s love, humanity is given fresh beginnings again and
again. while being promised that through one offspring, they will be blessed. We have a
sense that somehow (even though we can’t see how by the end of the book, it’s clearly
‘to be continued’) God will once more rest with, and enjoy, his creatures in a glorious
Sabbath to come.
Genesis is also rich in painting a picture of the renewal of humanity, and what the life of
faith, godliness and prayer looks like. As we journey with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph, there is much to show us what it means to walk by faith in this God.
4. Signpost: to Jesus
From the very first fall of humanity, God promises the coming of an offspring that will
crush the Serpent and defeat evil, while himself suffering (3:15). Adam is one man, but
fathers a whole race of rebels. Noah is shown as one righteous man who will save
humanity and the creatures of the world. Abraham is told he will have offspring in
whom the nations will be blessed. Jacob is one who goes through great struggles,
wrestles with God and is wounded and blessed at the same time. Joseph is a sufferer
who becomes the saviour of many. Finally, almost as Genesis ends, Jacob foresees a
king/Messiah of the nations who will come from the tribe of Judah.
Now watch how so many of the promises and characters in Genesis are signposts to
Jesus. Consider how the New Testament describes Jesus: the strong one, who will
himself be hurt, as he masters evil (and whose people will trample on Satan’s head:
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Romans 16:20). The second Adam who will succeed where the first fell, and who will
give birth to a new race of believers. The truly Righteous One who will save humanity.
The offspring of Abraham that the world has been waiting for. The One who struggles
and by being wounded blesses the world. The Sufferer who saves many lives. The Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the long-awaited Messiah.
That means that as we read any part of the Genesis story, we shouldn’t be surprised if
there are hints as to the coming Messiah. If the whole Bible is meant to point to him, we
don't want to miss where Genesis is pointing: so we can love him and enjoy Him even
more.

What about the dinosaurs?
For all the wonders we find in Genesis, there are a number of challenges for us as
believers in the twenty-first century. For example:
•

what about the creation story and how it relates to science?

•

what about the massive ages of some of the characters?

•

with some of the events, how do we work out the moral of the story?

In the next section some further reading is recommended that may help with some of
those questions, but here’s a few pointers which may help:
Creation -v- science
From our earliest days at school we learn a rather different account of human origins
from those in the early chapters. We’re taught about evolution: how life developed over
millions of years, with a great struggle to be the fittest and survive. Some scientists
(and atheists!) love to put believers on the spot and say: there are two different stories.
Surely either one is true or the other? But is that right?
Here are some lines written by pop singer Ed Sheeran in his song ‘Dive’,
So don't call me baby unless you mean it…
let me know the truth before I dive right into you.
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When we hear that, we aren’t picturing a little infant about to jump into a swimming
pool – a real baby, or a real dive! We make allowance for the fact he’s the talking the
language of poetry and love. If we wanted the science, we’d talk about hormones in our
body, surges of dopamine and oxytocin in our brains. But they wouldn’t explain what
love feels like, or the relationship Ed Sheeran wants to share.
With anything we read, a basic way of understanding it is to be clear on what kind of
writing it is. You don’t read a news website the way you would read a poem. When we
try and ask what kind of writing we find in Chapter 1 of Genesis, we find it has a lot of
signs of being poetic in style, rather than a story about what you would have seen if
you'd had a video camera on Day 1 of creation. For example:
1. It’s is carefully crafted. Chapter 1:1-2:3 is full of sevens, a perfect and
significant number for the Jews. There are 7 days, many of sentences in Hebrew
have 7 words. The language is repetitive and rhythmic, so
•

God speaks, and then it is so

•

God sees, and it is good; then

•

there’s evening and morning, the first/second etc. day

Some have said these verses are almost a hymn of praise.
2. It’s not logical. From the very earliest days, long before modern science, Bible
readers puzzled: how can you have day and night in Day 1, but no sun and moon
until Day 4? Could there be more here than: just a timeline of history? It also
uses the ‘science’ if it’s day, whereby the sky was seen as a huge dome (the
expanse/vault or firmament) separating two bodies of water. Notice also that
we’re given a different order of creation (humans before rain and plants) in
Genesis 2:4-8. So among ancient interpreters, the fifth century African bishop,
Augustine of Hippo said, ‘Perhaps Sacred Scripture… is speaking with the
limitations of human language in addressing men of limited understanding’.
And John Calvin, the Reformer pointed out that in parts of the Bible like this, God
accommodates his way of speaking to the understanding of those he’s speaking
to.
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For these and other reasons, many Christians would say Genesis 1 doesn’t disagree with
science, it’s saying something different. It doesn’t have to be either/or: why can’t it be
both/and? Genesis 1 is interested in: why’s it all here, and who made it happen? rather
than how did it happen? You don't expect to learn science from a poet. But there are
things that a poem says that science can never say.
That said, there are some Christians who would argue for taking the creation story at
face value, and interpret the days of creation literally. Whether you agree with them, or
see those early chapters as more poetic, we all agree that (a) the eternal God was there
before creation, and made it with a plan; (b) he created humanity with a special role in
his plan and a unique dignity and relationship with Him; (c) we receive Genesis as God’s
word, to listen to, learn from, trust and obey!
The massive ages
In Chapter 5 mainly (and even in the early part of Chapters 12-50), some of the
characters live for hundreds of years. What do we make of that? Do we, as with the
days of creation, read them symbolically?
Historians find that in other civilisations from Mesopotamia at the same time as the
Genesis accounts, there are characters (usually kings) who live for vast amounts of time
(far bigger than Genesis). We aren’t quite sure what they understood by those figures
or how literally they took them. In many ways it’s not so important, in that the message
Genesis gives is clear: human sin was so bad, God ensure our original lifespan grew ever
shorter. It’s part of a pattern of God’s mercy: rather than let us go on doing harm, he
restrains the damage we can do.
Similarly, as for Abraham becoming a father at 100, we just don’t know how literally to
take that. What is clear is that he and Sarah were very old, and well beyond the normal
time to have children. God really gave them a miracle child, bringing life where there
was death – just as in the death and resurrection of Jesus. Something mysterious and
splendid really did occur.
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What’s the moral of the story?
One challenge we find in Genesis as in other parts of the Old Testament is quite lengthy
episodes where we’re not quite sure: who are the goodies and who are the baddies nin
this story? Specially when people of faith, like Abraham or Jacob, seem to live in ways
that don’t look very godly or wise. The writer doesn’t always spell it out: this was
wrong, this was right – you need to learn from this.
Here are a few guidelines that often help in those situations:
•

Hebrew storytellers just like us to use our brains, to listen and think carefully!
So it helps to read the whole story, and look for patterns of behaviour. For
example, when we read three stories about husbands who pass of their wives as
their sisters (Genesis 12, 20, 26), it’s likely wanting us to compare and contrast:
is this person growing in faith? How do they compare with their father?

•

Watch for the comments that are there. For example, in one awful story about
the rape of Dinah (Genesis 34), it’s not quite clear whether Jacob’s sons Levi and
Simeon, who wreak terrible revenge, are the goodies or the baddies. Yet if we
wait for later on in the story, we find that Jacob spells out their wrongdoing
(49:5-7).

•

Listen to what they say and how they feel. Hebrew writers just don’t take us
inside people’s heads the way contemporary writers do. We learn about the
characters often by their words; and by descriptions of their emotions (e.g. the
violent trembling of the deceived Isaac and the loud weeping of disappointed
Esau in Chapter 27)

•

Read it as part of the bigger story. Even for Old Testament believers, they
would never read Genesis on its own, but as part of a bigger story involving the
rest of the Torah, so including the Ten Commandments, and the wisdom of the
Psalms and Proverbs. We too can do that, and see how the life of faith we see in
Genesis measures up against those, and also what we know of the teaching and
work of Jesus. The New Testament finds lots of helpful lessons about faith in
Christ from the characters in Genesis, particularly Abraham (Romans 4, Galatians
3).

•

And of course: look for the Hero. With many incidents in Genesis, we aren’t so
meant so much to focus on the human characters (whether heroes or villains) as
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on the LORD: how mixed-up human beings who are woven into his plan. So be
looking less for human examples as what those incidents tell us about our God,
and what he will do in Christ. As we do, our faith and hope is built up, both to see
all Jesus brings, as well as confidence that he might even use folks like us.

Preparing to preach & teach
The most helpful thing with any part of Genesis, as with any bit of the Bible, is to take
some time to sit down and read it in its bigger context, preferably aloud. Until the
printing press came along, that’s the way most believers over most of history have
heard the message. It often opens up the message in a new way.
One thing that I think will be key for preachers – and even more so for our Sunday club
leaders – is to focus on the heart of each passage. That will mean taking the main image,
or perhaps a key verse to focus on, and not feel we have to explore or explain all the
details. In the outline of each passage that follows, I have suggested a possible key verse
you may want to explore.
The wisdom of Bible teachers and scholars is always an aid: so here’s a few
commentaries I’ve found to be particularly helpful. Some of them I have copies of,
which you are very welcome to borrow!
§

John Goldingay, Genesis For Everyone, Part 1, Chs 1-16 and Part 2, Chs. 17-50
(SPCK, 2010)

§

Derek Kidner, Genesis: an introduction and commentary (IVP, 1967)

§

Andrew Reid, Salvation begins: reading Genesis today (Aquila Press, 2000) – this
is much the best place to start. Sadly the print edition is out of print until May
2021, but the Kindle edition is still available.
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§

Sandra Richter, The Epic of Eden: a Christian Entry into the Old Testament (IVP,
2008)

The final pages of this introduction give an outline of our first sermon series on
Chapters 1-4, with some initial thoughts on each passage and, specially with Sunday
Clubs in mind, a key verse you may find helpful. These may be a useful place to start,
but don’t feel confined by them. As ever, go where the Spirit of God prayerfully takes
you as you listen to God’s word.
May the Father richly bless us, as we learn more about his Son, as his Spirit speaks
through his Word, to bring life out of nothing and order out of chaos…

Rick Stordy – January 2021
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OUR SERMON SERIES
Bible text & sermon
title

1.

Cosmos

Gen 1:1-25, 27 – 2:3

2.

Humanity

Genesis 1:26-31

Date &
service
10 Jan
(MW)

17 Jan
(MW)

Summary of passage & pointers to a message

The Hero: the beating heart of the drama of creation is its Maker – there before
all else, there at the end to delight in the cosmos with his creatures, and there
throughout. He powerfully creates (just by speaking!), shapes the chaos, gives
form and fills it. He has a plan which gives it all direction; he brings delight not
just as he enjoys what he’s made, but as he blesses his creatures, humanity and
the Sabbath day. Here is the source of life, hope amidst chaos, and real joy: the
Lord our Maker. Key verse: v. 1.
Crown of creation: the focus now is humanity. The one creature made in the
image/likeness of God. There have been many theories about just what this
means, but this passage itself makes it clear the likeness is
• of both male and female together
• to do with fruitfulness, making more life
• to do with subduing (ordering) and ruling over creation
There are two other clues in Genesis as to what the image involves: (1) Ch 5:1, 3
suggests the likeness has an element of father-child about it, as Seth is in the
likeness of Adam; (2) the unfolding revelation of what God is like throughout the
book – which seems to relate more to his character and his actions than his
physical form. And a final clue from the word used: ‘image’ is the Hebrew word
for ‘idol’ and referred to the idols of the other gods, but also interestingly, to the
images that kings would set up in parts of their kingdom where they could not be,
showing their rule and embodying their presence. Kings themselves were
described as the ‘image’ of the gods. Note that here it isn’t just kings who are
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images, but every human being. As we put it all together, to be made in God’s
image/likeness confers amazing dignity. It brings a responsibility to reflect God’s
beautiful character (growing like the one who is the truest image of God:
Colossians 1:15), and a job to do: working in partnership, being fruitful, and ruling
with the care and order of the great King. Key verse: v. 27.

3.

Rest

Genesis 2:1-3

4.

Work

Genesis 2:4-17

31 Jan
(MW)

7 Feb
(MW)

Sabbath – divine and human: the 7th day, the perfect number, takes us to the
climax. It tells us about God: God ‘rests’ from his work, a word rich in associations,
being used in that culture of (a) gods who settled in and made themselves at home
in their temple and (b) kings who had won a victory. Given that Gen 1 & 2 have
language that echoes the tabernacle in the wilderness, and the garden is like a
first version of the tabernacle, the picture is that the cosmos is God’s home. Now he
has built it, he comes to live there with his creatures. Wonderfully, the climax is
not the work, but the rest. It also tells us about ourselves. There’s a pretty clear
pointer to the importance of rest: if God took it, how much more do we need it!
More still do we need the ultimate Sabbath when Christ returns and God and
humans enjoy being together once more (e.g. Hebrews 4:9-11). Key verse: v. 3.
The worker and priest: we learn here that God himself is a worker who, like a
potter, shapes the man: v. 7. He’s also a gardener (v. 8) who creates a richly fertile
and wealthy garden. In his likeness he forms humanity (the word ‘Adam’ just
means (a) ‘man/humanity’; it can also mean (b) a male as opposed to female, or
(c) can be a proper name). Humanity will be like him, working. There’s
something here about how he does that: it is to ‘work it and take care of’ creation
– not to exploit or harm. Notice those words ‘work it and take care of’ it occur in
one other place in the Bible: in the work of the priests in the tabernacle (Numbers
3:7-8, 18:5-6). What might that tell us about the way we are to work, and the
sacredness both of what we do and of the world we care for, as God’s home?
Finally, he’s a worker with a Boss – his life is to be lived by the Maker’s
instructions if he’s to know life and blessing (v. 16-17). Key verse: v. 15.
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5.

Sex

Genesis 2:18-25

6.

Evil

Genesis 3:1-13

14 Feb!
(MW)

21 Feb
(MW)

The Joy of Sex. Jesus saw these verses as central in giving God’s design for
human flourishing: Mark 10:1-9. We’re made for community, an interdependence
that cannot manage alone, but needs each other. We’re made for sexual
relationship, joined to become one, bonded together in a lifelong commitment.
The commitment is a public one, involving the setting up of a new family unit. We
are made two sexes, man and woman (already established in 1:27) different yet
complementary – the helper is ‘suitable’ which suggests alike but different,
corresponding to him. (And perhaps the man’s naming of his wife suggests a
relationship in which he serves by leading?) We are made for a joyful openness
that is not just physical, but that relates without fear or shame. Hear the ringing
delight in Adam’s voice in v. 23! No wonder this relationship points to something
wonderful beyond itself: the love between Christ and his people (Ephesians 5:3132). Key verse: v. 18.
Evil, outside and inside: There’s no explanation of where the evil one – the snake
- comes from, though it’s clear he’s no equal to God, he’s a creature. He comes
sowing doubt, disobedience, and death. Watch the anatomy of sin here: first, lies,
playing on God’s character, suggesting he is mean rather than generous (v. 1).
Second, the hook that is hidden in the bait, as he denies the deadly consequence of
disobedience (v. 4). Third, he denies God’s truthfulness and his word, while
suggesting God’s rule is based on insecurity rather than kindness (v. 4-5) Fourth,
the woman is attracted the offer of independence, deciding for herself what is good
and evil (v. 6, 2:9, cf v. 5). Then watch how the consequences play out: (1)
innocence and harmony between man and woman is lost (v 7); (2) fear replaces
friendship in their relationship with God (v. 8-10); (3) passing the buck begins,
blaming others rather than ourselves (v. 12, 13); and (4) the terrible realisation of
being deceived (v. 13). But there is gospel here: the grace of the Lord who comes
looking for the creature who’s hiding. A grace that took a Second Adam to the
fight and to the rescue (Luke 4:1-13; Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:45-49).
Key verse: v. 1.
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7.

Justice

Genesis 3:14-24

28 Feb
(FS)

Religion

7 Mar

Genesis 4:1-26

(MW)

8.

Salvation through judgement: (a) Judgement: not for the last time in the Bible,
humanity learns of God’s utter opposition to evil and his determination to free us
from it. Faithful to his word of warning (2:17), the LORD brings painful
consequences for those who rebel, with covenant curses falling on the
lawbreakers. Places of joy become places of anxiety and grief: childbearing,
marriage, and work. Worst of all, there is banishment from being at home with
God. Man is to be exiled from his Maker and from the source of Life: he will die.
So though there is no immediate death, everything is now tainted with its touch
and that’s where it’s heading. (b) Salvation: yet the Maker cannot hold back his
mercy. Notice how he lovingly clothes his creatures, and promises an offspring
(watch that word recur in Genesis!) who will crush the evil one’s head and win the
victory, even as he himself is wounded. It’s not a big leap to see here the promise
of the Serpent-crusher, the Offspring in whom his people conquer (Galatians 3:16,
Romans 16:20). Key verse: v. 15.
Sin through the generations: the chapter opens with hope, as new life is born,
and we see the very first description of worship/religion in the Bible. But things
quickly turn sour. Frustratingly, we’re not told quite why Abel’s offering is more
acceptable to the Lord than Cain’s (could it be because it’s the fat, the best part, as
in Lev 1:3, 20:22 & Mal 1:6-14? Or is it just the first of a long line in Genesis,
where the unexpected – the younger – is chosen by God?). The focus of the story
is more on Cain and the Lord. For Cain, his challenge is whether or not to battle
with sin. Instead of fighting it, like his parents, he pursues his own way, but more
violently: killing his brother (the very opposite of godly love, 1 John 3:11-15). He
may have religion, but he has no real faith (Hebrews 11:4). The Lord takes up the
cause of the innocent victim, and again judges – though again, judgement is
tempered with mercy. First he warns Cain before he falls; and second he
promises protection. The Lord will be his keeper, even as he refused to be for his
brother. Key verse: v. 6.
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Technology

21 Mar

Genesis 4:17-26

(MW)

9.

Masters who are slaves: there are two tales in this one passage. One is the
positive one of humanity subduing the earth, in the growth of civilisation. Humans
begin to master technology: building cites, developing agriculture, tools, and the
arts. We might think this is new dawn for humanity. But no: the other story is the
bloody boasting of Lamech, proud of his excessive violence. However much
humans are mastering creation, they cannot master themselves. The chapter
closes on an interesting note, with yet more offspring being born to Adam – is
there an echo here of 3:15 and a sense of wondering: is this the child who will be
the Serpent-crusher? Then the final picture is of humans calling out, possibly for
help? The rest of the Bible story tells us it was a lot longer before these prayers
for fully answered, by One who would not exult in seventy-seven times more
violence, but seventy-seven times more mercy (Matthew 18:22). Key verse: v. 26.

24

